State Laws Permitting Expanded Access to Long-Acting Buprenorphine Formulations in Community Pharmacies
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Background

People who seek buprenorphine for opioid use disorder
(OUD) are unable to access it due to geographic, societal,
financial, and policy barriers.

Long-acting injectable buprenorphine (LAIB) formulations
are administered in a limited but growing number of
emergency, acute, carceral, & outpatient care settings.
Collaborative addiction care models have shown that
pharmacists, providers, and patients benefit from
convenient locations, enhanced communication, and
Increased opportunities to connect patients to other
services. These services are recommended by the
American Society of Addiction Medicine (ASAM).
Community pharmacies are low-threshold locations for
starting & maintaining people on buprenorphine, including
direct-to-inject & maintenance LAIB.

The American Pharmacists Association (APhA) supports
pharmacist-administered OUD medications, but patients
face uncertainty in LAIB access.

Legal authority for pharmacy administration of controlled
substance medications varies by state

Collect and analyze state laws and regulations on LAIB
administration by pharmacists
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The Foundation for Opioid Response Efforts (FORE)
awarded a grant, “Pharmacy-Based Buprenorphine
Induction and Maintenance: Overcoming Barriers to Care
Through Simultaneous Policy Analysis, Real-World
Demonstration Projects, and Toolkit Dissemination,” to the
University of Rhode Island College of Pharmacy

The Legislation Analysis and Public Policy Association
(LAPPA) was contracted to conduct research, review, and
analyze laws and regulations in the 50 states, Puerto Rico
(PR), and the District of Columbia (DC)

LAPPA used the Westlaw research database to obtain and
collate information whether a pharmacist can prescribe
and/or administer buprenorphine, either independently or
under a collaborative practice agreement (CPA) between
July and October 2024.

LAPPA’s analysis resulted in three potential answers:
* Yes, No, & Unclear
* Unclear meant that the available information could
support either a “yes” or a “no” answer, depending on
interpretation.
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Can a pharmacist independently administer long-acting *
njectable buprenorphine? L Resuts

Independently means that a pharmacist does not need to work with another provider (MD, NP,
PA) or have a collaborative practice agreement in place to provide this service.

Can a pharmacist administer injectable buprenorphine
in a community pharmacy independently?

M Yes I No B Unclear
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« Twenty-seven (27) states permit pharmacists to
Current as of October 2024 @ administer buprenorphine independent of a CPA
 The answer is unclear in 15 states, but likely no given
no CPA authority in 4

* In 8 states, PR, and DC, pharmacists cannot
administer buprenorphine outside a CPA

Can a pharmacist administer injectable buprenorphine
in a community pharmacy collaboratively?

« Eleven (11) states expressly permit pharmacist
administration of injectable buprenorphine via CPA

* In 21 states, it’s likely that pharmacists can administer
buprenorphine via CPA as they have this authority
independently

 The answer is unclear in fourteen (14) states, DC, and
PR

* |n 4 states, pharmacists cannot administer

Can a pharmacist collaboratively administer long-acting buprenorphine collaboratively
injectable buprenorphine via a CPA?

Implications
Collaboratively means working with another provider (MD, NP, PA) according to state law

M Yes lNo  Itdepends [l Unclear * The future of pharmacy includes pharmacists
administering LAIB - under CPAs or independently.
 An LAIB administration program in community
pharmacies can:
 Increase patient access to convenient formulations
desired by some patients
« Solidify the pharmacy’s role in addiction treatment
w/0 extra training
« Create a financially viable and sustainable model
of care to preserve the workforce
 Advocacy for regulatory or legislative actions is
needed to clarify and expand pharmacist medication
administration policies to include LAIB in all states.

Coming Fall 2025!
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